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A Short History of Recycling at CSB
• In the beginning, everything that was “garbage” was created out of 
natural ingredients and was therefore recycled with time.
• Man-made products made by modern industry were increasingly less so
• Until it became more convenient to pay a disposal company, or until 
laws were passed against it, people buried or burned their garbage.
• In 1980s: we could take garbage to the dump along the northern edge 
of the Saint Wendel bog. (Larry Schug lived on the southern edge.)
• (I wonder where St. Joe’s garbage went? Some from St. John’s can still 
be seen in the Arboretum north of I-94.)
• Beer bottles, soda pop bottles, milk bottles, and things like wooden 
crates and cloth bags were re-used.
• As those declined & the population grew, landfills started to fill up.
Before “recycling” as we know it:
1970 The Record: 1st appearance of a “recycling” effort in the student newspapers
This was published one month before 
the first Earth Day – April 22, 1970.
1971 February 19  
First occurrence of the 







The next-earliest appearance of 
“recycling” was in September 
1971, calling for student 
volunteers to recycle cans, among 
other things.
1972 April 14 The Record
“..the climax of Earth 
Week—the Grand Finale—
Earth Day. Yes friends, 
circle Saturday, April 22 on 
your calendar—for on that 
day there will be a huge 
recycling drive.
McCutcheon has scheduled 
a trek from St. John's to 
the St. Cloud Recycling 
Center, in the process of 
which accumulating a 
cargo of cans and bottles.” 
Earth Day observances were held on the campuses in 1972, 
featuring then-current Johnnie John McCutcheon (‘74).
“Piled in a corner of a room in Basement Boniface is the 
accumulated product of six weeks of the recycling movement at St. 
John's. Un-crushed pop cans, cheap wine bottles, and non-
returnable beer "barrels" are scattered in heaps around the floor, 
awaiting shipment to the Twin Cities… 
John Gardner…was given a collection of large cans by Physical 
Plant… Painted with ecology flags and labeled "Recycling," these 
were placed on all campus floors. Despite advertising on KSJU and 
an ecologically-reasonable amount of paper on the bulletin boards, 
however, there has been very little student response. 
Gardner, who with a small crew of volunteers from his floor spends 
Saturdays emptying drums and carting them back to Boniface, 
began the movement as a personal effort to ecologically educate 
the common people on campus. This was to be the initial step 
toward more effective action on their part.”
1972 April 14 The Record
The same issue has the story of an early laudable effort to 
recycle beverage containers at SJU, begun by John Gardner, ’74:
1972 September 20 The Torch
Monica Wemerskirchen was the first 
CSB/SJU environmental columnist. 
The current environmental Record
columnist is SJU senior Will Matuska.
1972 Sept. 27 • Keep informed on current problems. 
• Take an active part. 





“St. Ben's and St. John's has [sic] a 
combined Environmental Action 
Committee, which was newly formed 
last spring. Its purpose is to generate 
awareness and action for earth-
consciousness.”
Monica’s column in 
September 1972 was 
the first appearance 
in the newspapers 




Monica’s column in October 
included this rather grim graphic
1976 The Torch = The Cable
Recycling had begun at CSB thanks to the St. Cloud VA – and three faculty 
members – and CSB’s Housing staff. They arranged the pickup of recyclables 
for processing by men at the VA hospital. 
(“She” = Mary 
Nagle, Housing.) 
1978 The Cable
“Students have been asked to organize, 
within their living areas, separate boxes 
for cans, glass and paper…”
1981
“Dormitories at CSB had 
been recycling to some 
degree before 1986, 
collecting aluminum cans 
and using the proceeds 
for dorm activities.”
--1997 Press Release
Those earlier articles and this memo 
in the Archives show that it was 
considerably earlier than 1986. 
Sister Susan Rudolph, then the 
CSB Housing Director (now the 
Prioress of the Monastery), can 
be given some of the credit for 
the early recycling program.
1983
According to this memo from S. 
Susan in 1983, we had apparently 
switched back to working with the 
VA rather than with Python’s.
ca. 1980s
“The program began 
…with the help of a 
concerned, 
environmentally 




Larry Schug, current 
CSB coordinator of 
recycling.” 
-- 1997 press release
ca. 1980s
“‘Although we weren't mandated in 
any way to begin recycling, 
recycling seems to go along with 
the Benedictine values of 
stewardship and concern for 
nature,’ said Schug.” 
-- 1997 press release
It is fitting that Larry credited for the role he played 
in fostering this effort at St. Ben’s for many years.
1987 In 1987, CSB was back 
to using Python’s –
but the newspapers 






program in their 
residence area.” And to continue to ask themselves questions 
such as these.
1988 This 1988 memo from the Housing office shows that the organizing was 
happening and spells out the 
somewhat complex procedures.
1989
Postings of early track-fed 
printer signs such as this one 
proliferated to remind 
students of “recycling days.”
1989 CSB’s Student Development Staff had Stewardship as the topic of their Fall 
1989 retreat, as evidenced by a booklet in the Archives from that retreat:
1990 April
In 1990, Earth Day was observed with 
an amazing selection of activities –
and the beginnings of a recycling 
program at SJU was announced.
1990 April
• Distribution of Earth Day handouts in 
the IDS Court in Minneapolis
• Billboard on County Road 75
• Student Essay contest
• Free plants from the Biology 
Department
• Power Plant & water treatment plant 
tours
• Bike maintenance workshop
• Nature Walk with Steve Saupe
• Mass, prayer service
• "Teach-In" with 7 environmental 
experts/government officials - all 
Johnnie alumni
• Showings of an Earth Day movie, 
the admission cost for which was 
one used battery or two 
aluminum cans
It offered an amazing selection of activities, involving both campuses, including a fun one at the end of the day! 




“The recycling program at CSB is 
growing by heaps and mounds.”  
• Bins have been set up in academic 
buildings
• Recycling containers are located near 
dumpsters
• Materials are collected daily by a college 
employee and a team of two student 
workers
• Materials are sorted on campus
• Paper, glass, plastic, tin and aluminum go 
to Python's Recycling
• Some paper is cut and re-bound as note 
pads by the CSB Duplicating Dept.
1990-1991
• Paper had to be sorted into white, colored, and green-
barred; staples, post-it notes and plastic in window 
envelopes had to be removed.
• Cardboard, newspapers and magazines are hauled to 
the Bechtold farm near Jacob's Prairie, ground up and 
re-used as cattle bedding [therefore staples need to be 
removed]
1990-1991
• Bins were set up in dorms
1990-1991
…neatly
…or sort of neatly
…and sometimes maybe not so neatly!
1993:  A CSB environmental statement was issued 
An Environmental Statement issued by the presidents of CSB and Saint John's 
University on April 13, 1993…affirms the college's belief that college and 
university faculty, staff and students have a responsibility to lead in 
conducting activities as responsible stewards of the physical environment 
and to use educational activities to promote environmental awareness, local 
action and global thinking.  
Text from the 2012 Sustainability Master Plan
1993 Departments needed to incorporate the Environmental 
Policy into their mission and goals statements 
Somewhere along the way, a great idea was 
implemented, to provide handy bins for all the 
cardboard leftover after students moved in.
1995
Originally, CSB hauled all the garbage to Pythons in St. Cloud but this process 
soon became inefficient considering the number of trips that had to be 
made into St. Cloud… so CSB teamed up with Beuckers Recycling in Melrose. 
[In 1995] Beuckers provided CSB with bailers which bail plastic and high-
grade paper, making it worth more on the market. They also provided CSB 
with a couple of big dumpsters. In the near future they plan to provide a 
glass crusher. 
Recyclable materials are collected daily by a college employee and a team of 
five student-workers, then transported for sorting. 
Also recycled are all fluorescent light bulbs used on campus and all vehicle 











-- 1998 press 
release
2008
Larry retired in 2011.
Larry is also heralded for his poetry, 
as with this 2008 celebration.
2007
2006 Formation of the 
2007 American College and University Presidents’ Climate Commitment 
(ACUPCC)
2007 
• MaryAnn Baenninger, the President of CSB and a charter member of the ACUPCC Leadership Circle, 
signed the ACUPCC
• The College Sustainability Council was created 
• the College completed a master planning process that  mandates a commitment to building at LEED 
silver or an equivalent. 
2008-2009, the Council:
• conducted the carbon audit, 
• commissioned an external audit of the campus recycling system, 
• participated in the Sustainability Tracking Assessment and Rating System (STARS) pilot project, 
• established ACUPCC implementation goals geared toward achieving climate neutrality by 2035,
• established a post-graduate fellowship to support campus sustainability work, and 
• contributed to ongoing campus projects including planning for our first LEED-certified building  
• recommended that a permanent, professional staff position of Director of Sustainability be 
established 






Beginning in 2008, CSB begins to conduct 
annual Green House Gas (GHG) Inventories to 
gather the scientific evidence for what’s being 









2010        2010-2011 was “The Year of Sustainability” 
2010-2011 was 
declared to be the 
“Year of 
Sustainability” on 
the campuses, and 
CSB and SJU 
started to do more 
sustainability 
things together.
The two campuses 
didn’t necessarily 
do things the same 
way, though. 
2010:
• CSB hired a Director and officially opened an Office of Sustainability on campus
• A mission statement for the Office of Sustainability was developed
Lots of things started to happen!
2010
Judy Purman introduced herself to the CSB 
community in this October 2010 email.  Her 
office was in the basement of the Main 
building, and she had lots of initiatives 
under way or in the planning stages.
2010





Approximately 90 people attended the first sustainability forum, 




Also in 2010, CSB had Xcel Energy 
do an energy audit of Rainbow 
House on Minnesota Street, which 
at that point was near-campus 







2011 “Recyclemania” competitions began…
2011 March
…and CSB began 




At the close of 







All first-years were given a reusable water bottle to encourage them 
to not use bottled water.
Recycled Graduation Gowns
Graduation gowns will be made from 100% recycled material that 
includes plastic bottles.
Outdoor Recycling
Retrofitted recycling bins were placed throughout campus
SJU Move-Out 2011 
Provided options for recycling and donations via e-waste bins and 
“Goodwill–Not Landfill” boxes
CSB Move-Out 2011
Provided boxes to collect items to be donated to Catholic Charities
STARS, “The Sustainability Tracking, Assessment & Rating System”: 
both CSB & SJU are charter members
2011
Bookstores carried several 
“sustainable CSB/SJU” logo 
items, canvas tote bags, BPA-
free plastic water bottles
2011
Project Green Fleet: Three Link buses were upgraded with pollution controls
Community Sustainability Forums
• Do We (Actually) Recycle? Trash, Recycling, and Zero Waste
• How Can We (Ever) Be Carbon-Neutral? Electricity and its Conservation
• Local Food
• Simple Living with Abbot John Klassen and Prioress Nancy Bauer
• Cool, Clear, Water: Where it comes from, how it’s used, and where it goes
Green Bikes: Both CSB Athletics and the OLC launched this program
E-Billing: All student bills and employee bills will be electronic
Also stopped printing student directories, S&CD schedules, & employee benefit 
enrollment docs
SJU Eco-House in Edelbrock for 6 students - scheduled an energy audit
Bottled water policy at CSB
As part of our commitment to sustainability, CSB does not purchase or sell plain, plastic bottled water 
on campus. 31 hydration stations have been installed throughout the campus, with at least one in each 
building. 
Trayless dining hall:  Gorecki Dining is now a trayless dining center, effective Monday, August 22.
This policy helps the campus to conserve resources including labor, water, and soap as well as to 
reduce the amount of food that is thrown away. 
Student printing policy
CSB/SJU will implement a new Student Printing Policy beginning August 31, 2011…
Each student will be able to print 500 single-sided pages, or 830 double-sided sheets of paper for free 
each semester in labs on campus. Students will be automatically billed for printing over the allotment. 
2011 Memo from CSB President MaryAnn Baenninger 
2012 Millstream Festival CSB Staff were integral to the recycling efforts 
for the annual fall Millstream Festival.
2012
Proposed Green House Gas Reduction Path
CSB’s 2012 Sustainability Master 
Plan included a lot of data, such 
as this graph on proposed GHG 
reduction.
2013
CSB’s Greenhouse is constructed
A Link bus runs on propane
The Office Supply Swap 
Shot gets a start
2014
2014 Eventually, the Office of Sustainability started to deal with the end-of-year 
wastefulness as students cleaned out 
their dorm rooms: the “Stash it, don’t 
trash it” program gave students an 
easy way to donate things and keep 
them out of the landfills.
2015
The Week of 
Sustainability became 
an established event, 
as shown in these 
materials from 2015.
2016 More promotion for the CSB Office Supply Swap Shop so that supplies no longer needed by one 
office could be found and used by others.
2017
“Stash It, Don’t 
Trash It”’s practice 
of donating 
materials to Catholic 
Charities was 
enhanced with a 
companion effort to 
store donated things 
on campus over the 
summer for 




CSB will be transitioning our waste and recycling services to a new 
vendor next week….
This transition will drive a number of positive changes for our 
community. Our recycling service will be upgraded to "single 
stream," meaning all recyclable materials may be placed in the 
same container to be recycled - including cardboard. This will 
simplify the recycling process on campus and we anticipate this will 
increase participation. We also look forward to having access to 
more comprehensive reporting and analysis of our waste streams, 
as well as enhanced educational opportunities for our students...
Thank you for your patience and adaption to change as we 
undergo this transition.
Larry Christen, Facilities Director
Briana Wentland, Purchasing Coordinator
Elissa Brown, Sustainability Coordinator
(SJU had switched to single sort in February 2014.)
CSB transitions to the 
single-sort recycling 
procedures now in place.
2018 The recycling of e-waste like old phones, as in this memo, was required. 
2019 Fall
The BIG sale has become a regular part of fall move-in.
2021
And, most 
recently, we have 
all been reminded 
not to bag 
recyclables in 
plastic before 




2021 …which brings us up to the present, 2021, when initiatives are blossoming in all sorts of directions, such as this 
podcast by interested and concerned students – which, after all, is where the recycling at CSB all began.
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